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OH, DON’T 
BE SO 
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SEE, YOU 
DID GROW 
INTO A FINE 

YOUNG MAN, 
AFTER ALL. 


I’VE GOT 
A BAD 
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D-DON'T 
TALK TO 
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PARTICIPATE 
lh THE MOVIE. 
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IF YOU DON’T 
HAVE FRIENDS, 
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TO TALK 
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CONSIDER 
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HEY, EYES 


5 FORWARD, 
HAVE TIME TWENTY- 
FOR 
CHITCHAT, 


IN THE END, 
I DIDN’T EVEN 
TALK TO HIM AT 


“= =—7%\ THE CLOSING 
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ALTHOUGH Y_™N 
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I’M SORRY... 
THIS HAS NOTHING 
TO DO WITH YOU, 
HUH, SHOKO? 


OH, NO, I 
WOULDN’T 
SAY I 
“DISLIKE” 
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/ PROBA- ANYTHING... 
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WONDER 
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WANNA GO 
SOMEWHERE J] 
AGAIN. [V7 


\ TOMOR ROW AL: 


aged i) Le Z CCT ert i 


pp La ee 
pee Ht 


il 
aiff 
{ 


YOU’RE 
GETTING 
GOOD AT | 
ASKING 
HER OUT. 


CHALLENGE 


GREAT ON 
A BIG 
SCREEN, 


(\ 
Pal 


2s ae 


TOMOHIRO 
WOULD HAVE 
LOVED IT. 


SS (UEE 


——S 


BUT 
ENOUGH 
ABOUT 
HIM... 


WwOw, SO THE 
NISHIMIYA 
HOUSEHOLD 
MAKES SWEETS 
BY HAND, 


LE, 
We ) SO 
TOMORROW. SUDDEN. /-2. - Zw $} GO HAVE 
sS 


£ 
:} SS 


HUH? 


THAT’S 
NICE... 
VERY 
GIRLY! 


YOU’RE 
REALLY 
INVITING 


THOUGHT 
SHE’D 
AVvolD 
BEING 

AROUND 

SHOYA... 


ALL 
RIGHT! 


WE’LL 
WELCOME 


IF sis LET’S 
IS HAPPY, OPEN ARMS, |] MAKE “EM 
THEN sae TOGETHER: 
— WHATEVER! 
= 
|| 


cl 


a) 
ro 


Ve 


THIS IS 
SHOKO’S 
HOUSE, 


LLCCCeeecers 
CCC 


| 
| 
| 


| 
Bho 


| Sani s IT DOES 
: = SMELL 
LIKE 


HER... 


‘J IS THE 
MEANING 


wou GOES 
YOU PLEASE FOR 
STOP TRYING you, 

TO LEAD TOO! 


SUPPOSE 

THERE’S 
NO REASON 
I CAN’T 


77a 


CITI 


Tf AAD 


[ 


Mh 
L _f 


LT. 


TIA 


I 


THING YOU 
DIDN‘T GET} 

NW KILLED, EH, 
\ SHOYA? 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
YUZURU... 


SHOKO SAID 
SHE WANTED 
TO SUBMIT 
ONE FORA 
PRIZE AND 
ASKED ME TO 
CHOOSE. 


gue 
SUBMITTED 
ONE OF YOUR 
PHOTOS 


FOR THE 
PREFECTURAL 
CONTEST. 


YOU TALHINH J 
ABOUH? YOU 
DIHN’H AHK , 

MHE! 


NAN “ v/, Vs QU fw \) 
MA\\\\ ee NA. 
ANNES S 


Jess Gf 


Ne ‘Vy | 


BA A 
5 AR 2 ae 7 
D NE yy) <<, WAT 
an \ A; Ss q 
Y, ~— ee ( 
s rN 4 
wl} 

Sy St ( LS 

= \ 


‘ oss 


REMEMBER 
THAT BIRD 
YOU FOUND 
FOR ME? 
THAT’S THE 


f OH, IT’S 
NOT A 


YOU’ RE 
GOING TO peers 
SEE THE THAT, 
FIREWORKS THOUGH. 


NEXT WEEK, 
\ RIGHT, 


OH, , 
I DON’T THEYRE YN 

KNOW. HAVING | 
ARE you SOME? 


OF 
COURSE 
17M 


GOING. 


IT’S KIND 
OF NICE TO 
THINK EVERY- 
ONE’S LOOKING 
AT THE 
SAME THING, 
ISNT IT? 


I’LL BET 
EVERYONE’S 
WATCHING 


THINK YOU 
COULD SEE 

“EM FROM 
YOUR HOUSE, 


ee 


<5 


ame 


ee 
pee 


ve grown as a 
? 


ou’ 


v 
> 
0 
be 
O 
5 
e 
> 
C 
6 
0 
$ 
C 
L 


y 


Go SKB YVCLELG 


4 
gt 
| | at 


MOM'S BIRTH 
DAY WENT WELL /_ 
ae 

DAY, HUH? 


YOUR MOM \ 
ALWAYS HAS 


BUT SHE 
ATE THE eee he 


CAKE, SO... 
SHE 
PROBABLY... 


WH-WHEN’S 
YOUR 
BIRTHDAY, 


ALREADY 
PASSED! 


XN AW 
NOY wun... : 
/ CELEBRATE || 7] YouRE 
-.~\ ALREADY _ 
YOUR “| \ EIGHTEEN, 


BIRTHDAY ||) \ THEN... 
TOGETHER ||’ 
NEXT YEAR, ; 
DIDN‘T 
GET TO 
CELEBRATE | 
WITH YOU, \ 
HUH? 


HAHA... 


OH... 
WHAT’S 
UP? 


BUT THE 
FIREWORKS 


THAT’S 
RIGHT... THIS 
IS A PRETTY 

IMPORTANT 
TIME. I GUESS 
YOU’VE GOT 
TO STUDY. 


YOU’RE 
GONNA 
LEAVE 


WELL, I 
GUESS IT’S 
OKAY IF YOU 
DON’T MIND 

WALKING 
BE ALONE... 


CAREFUL. 


H 
FI 
rT 
e 


H 
Ey 
a 


FETAL f 2 


AT 


ISN’T 
THAT 


SHOKO? 


FTER 


x 
Y 
= 


BOUGHT 
HER A 
CREPE... 


r= 


SO/ WILL 
YOU RUN 
HOME AND 
PICK IT UP 


I WANNA 
PHOTO- 
GRAPH 

THE FIRE- 

WORKS! 


é I’M : 
COUNTING 
ON YOU. / 


SURE THE 
BATTERY’S 
CHARGED. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
UP TO? 


. 


| 
\ 
D 


FLOOR WAS 
SHOKO’S 
PLACE ON 
AGAIN? 


I’M PRETTY 
SURE IT WAS 


RIGHT. I LEFT 


A CORNER 
PARTMENT... ae 
NEAR THE 

STAIRS. I FIGURED 


RX I WOULDN’T 
OCS USE IT... 
‘ OG Oo 


STAIRS. 


THERE’S 
THE 


DID I 
PUSH THE 
WRONG 
THING? 


iSiy 
CHARGED 
2 


SeTreen: 


Mb 


| 


| 
i 


<= Continued in Vol.'6, 
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Translation Notes 


Japanese can be a difficult language for some readers, and translation 
is often more art than science. For your edification and reading 
pleasure, here are notes on some of the places where we could have 
gone ina different direction with our translation, or where a Japanese 
cultural reference is used. 


Junior college, p.90 

Japanese junior colleges are post-secondary schools that provide a 
two or three-year course of study. Graduates receive an Associates 
degree upon graduation. Here, Naoka may be referring to a voca- 
tional or technical-type school that specializes in art, design, or fash- 
ion. Decades ago, Japanese junior colleges were initially a school for 
women to continue and broaden their education after high school. 
Being able to graduate within three years ensured that young wom- 
en could get married in their early twenties, or find temporary work 
quickly, before they got married. These colleges are same-sex now, 
and some graduates go on to enroll in four-year universities. 


Hoichi the Earless, p.96 

Hoichi the Earless is a well-known myth in Japan about a talented 
blind biwa (lute) player named Hoichi. A ghost talks Hoichi into com- 
ing to a graveyard to play his music. The ghost convinces Hoichi to 
come back again the next night. A concerned priest, in an attempt 
to protect Hoichi, writes sutras on Hoichis body from head to toe 
and asks him to stay still; these sutras will make his body invisible 
to the ghost. When the ghost returns for Hoichi, it can only see what 
the priest forgot to write on—Hoichis ears—floating in mid-air. The 
ghost angrily rips off Hoichis ears and never comes back. 
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TOMARE! 


You’re going the wrong way! 


Manga is a completely different type 
of reading experience. 


To start at the beginning, 
Go to the end! 


That’s right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese way— 
from right to left, exactly the opposite of how American books are 
read. It’s easy to follow: Just go to the other end of the book and read 
each page—and each panel—from right side to left side, starting at 
the top right. Now you’re experiencing manga as it was meant to be! 


